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Office of the Secretary, Jan. 25, 1901.
To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives.
I have the honor to submit, in compliance with section 2 of
chapter 262 of the Acts of 1892, the ninth annual report of the
transactions of this office, covering the year ending Dec. 31,
1900. Accompanying this report are the sheriffs' returns and
the returns of liquor licenses.
Eeceipts and Expenditures.
The receipts from fees, etc., amounted to $59,800.24, and
were from the following sources : —
Commissions, $9,875 00
Corporation certificates, 25,483 45
Limited partnerships, 72 00
Licenses, 18,982 00
Sale of books, etc., 1,788 45
Sale of Bradford Histories, 1,065 00
Labels, trade-marks, etc., 534 00
/-Certificates, $687 35
Miscellaneous, < Revolutionary Records, . . . 685 00
(Copies, 627 99
2,000 34
Total, $59,800 24
These fees, which were about $3,000 less than in 1899, were
paid into the treasury monthly, and a quarterly report thereof
was made to the Governor and Council, as required by law.
The expenses for salaries were $37,072.66. The incidental
expenses of the office were $3,364, — a small reduction in both
items over 1899.
Commissions.
The number of commissions issued was 2,281,— an increase
of 3 over the number issued in 1899. Of these, 306 were
without fee. The different classes were as follows : —
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Appointments in 1900.
Justices of the peace, 1,335
Notaries public, 562
Supervisors of election, 120
Trustees, commissioners, etc., 96
Justices of the peace to solemnize marriages, 30
Commissioners in other States and Territories, 22
District police, 22
Clerks of municipal, district and police courts, 13
Trial justices, 12
Special commissioners, 11
Justices of the peace to issue warrants and take bail, ... 10
Justices and special justices of municipal, district and police courts, 8
Masters in chancery, 7
Public administrators, 7
Medical examiners, 4
Pilots, 4
Commissioners to qualify civil officers, 4
Public warehousemen, 4
Associate justices of the superior court, 3
Associate medical examiners, 2
Commissioners in foreign countries, 2
Inspector-General of Fish, 1
Sheriff, 1
Acting Sergeant-at-Arms, 1
Certificates to the number of 3,126 were issued, — an in-
crease of 48 over 1899,— of which 377 were without fee.
Coepokation Division.
The total number of certificates of incorporation issued
under general laws to new" corporations was 481,— a decrease
of 3, compared with 1899,— classified as follows : —
Manufacturing and mercantile corporations (under Public Statutes,
chapter 106, section 21), 239
Religious, charitable, social, educational, musical, athletic, etc, cor-
porations (under Public Statutes, chapter 115, section 4), . 206
Churches (under Acts of 1887, chapter 404), ..... 11
Fraternal beneficiary corporations (under Acts of 1899, chapter 442), 7
Street railway corporations (under Public Statutes, chapter 113), . 13
Steam railroad corporation (under Public Statutes, chapter 112), . 1
Co-operative bank (under Public Statutes, chapter 117), . . . 1
Libraries (under Public Statutes, chapter 40), 3
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One certificate of incorporation was filed by a Koman
Catholic church, under Public Statutes, chapter 38, sections
48, 49 and 50.
The number of miscellaneous certificates filed and recorded
was 3,308,— an increase of 40. Of these, 2,382 were certifi-
cates of condition of Massachusetts corporations (under section
54, chapter 106 of the Public Statutes) ; 239 were certificates
of organization of manufacturing and mercantile corporations
(under chapter 106 of the Public Statutes) ; 228 were certifi-
cates of religious, charitable and other organizations (under
chapter 115 of the Public Statutes) ; 216 were certificates of
payment of capital in manufacturing and mercantile corpora-
tions (under chapter 106 of the Public Statutes) ; and the
remainder were distributed among 19 different classes.
The number of miscellaneous certificates filed and not re-
corded was 1,194,— an increase of 178,— of which 1,035
were certificates of condition of foreign corporations, and the
remainder were divided among 12 other classes.
There were issued 14 certificates of change of name of cor-
porations, — a decrease of 5.
Keturns were received of the dissolution of 58 corporations
by the supreme judicial court,— a decrease of 4.
Under the act relating to the incorporation of clubs, charters
were refused applicants in 5 cases, and there was 1 with-
drawal by the parties originally making the application for
incorporation.
Details of all these statistics appear in the Abstract of Cer-
tificates of Corporations, published by this office (Public
Document, No. 10).
Limited partnership certificates to the number of 72 were
filed and recorded,— an increase over 1899 of 31.
Labels, Trade-marks, etc.
By chapter 462, Acts of 1895, as amended by chapter 359
of the Acts of 1899, entitled "An Act relative to the regis-
tration and protection of labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms
of advertisements," the duty was placed upon the Secretary of
the Commonwealth of receiving, filing and recording such
labels, etc., and of issuing and recording certificates of record.
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Under this law, labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of
advertisement were received and certificates of record issued
and recorded in 266 cases,— an increase of 31.
Marks and Devices on Cans, etc.
By chapter 440 of the Acts of 1893, entitled " An Act to
protect the owners of cans, bottles, boxes, siphons and foun-
tains used in the sale of milk, cream, soda wTater, mineral and
aerated waters, ale, beer, ginger ale or other beverages," it is
made the duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to re-
ceive and file descriptions of marks, devices, etc. ; and under
this law 55 such descriptions were received and filed,— an
increase of 26. Chapter 359, Acts of 1900, entitled "An
Act to protect milk dealers and consumers against the unlawful
use and destruction of milk cans and other receptacles," was
passed as a substitute for said chapter 440, Acts of 1893, so
far as it relates to the protection of milk cans, jugs, bottles
or jars. Under this law 38 descriptions of marks, devices,
etc., were received and filed.
Vital Statistics.
The returns of births, marriages and deaths from the various
cities and towns for the year 1899, which were received in
1900, cover 70,457 births, 23,523 marriages and 47,710
deaths, — a total of 141,690. This is a decrease, as compared
with the returns for 1898, of 2,653 births, and an increase of
1,381 marriages and 949 deaths.
The medical examiners' returns cover 2,449 cases,— a de-
crease of 199, as compared with the returns for 1898.
The returns by the clerks of the courts of the decrees of
divorce for 1899 number 1,784, being a decrease of 59, as
compared with the returns for 1898.
All of these figures are compiled and presented fully in the
fifty-seventh registration report (Public Document, No. 1).
There were received during the year, from the newly ap-
pointed city registrar of Boston, Mr. Edward W. McGrlenen,
6,599 records of births, marriages and deaths, covering years
from 1849 to 1898, which were on the city registrar's books
but had not been sent to this office. These have been properly
filed and indexed.
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Archives.
In the archives division the work of making a thorough
general index to the regular series of Massachusetts archives,
including the recent additions, has been continued, and it is
the intention to prosecute it to completion at as early a day as
practicable. The time of clerks who would otherwise be
employed on this index has been devoted to preparing for the
press the records of ' 1 Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of
the Revolutionary War." Since the last report of this office,
volumes VI. and VII. have been published. The last record in
the latter volume is that of Seth Hixon. Volume VIII. will
appear in March, and volume IX. before the close of the current
year.
A considerable number of the bound volumes containing the
earlier returns of vital statistics are in bad condition, and dur-
ing the year about one hundred have been rebound and re-
paired. This work will be continued during the year, until
the entire series shall have been placed in good order.
I quote the following three paragraphs from my report of
last year, and earnestly request the attention of the Legislature
thereto : —
There are in the archives eight original parchment acts, known as
the Dongan acts, relating mainly to raising revenue or regulating
excise. They belong properly to the State of New York, and their
presence in our archives is probably clue to some accident or over-
sight. This office has received from the Governor of New York a
request for their return, and I recommend the passage of a resolve
authorizing the Secretary of the Commonwealth to comply with this
request.
Attention is again called to the insufficiency of the space now
assigned to the archives, and to the growing need of increased
accommodations. I suggest that an appropriation be made for the
construction of a gallery in room 332, in accordance with a plan
originally proposed by the architects of the State House extension.
I renew my recommendation of last year for such legislation as
will authorize the Secretary of the Commonwealth to cause copies to
be made of acts, resolves or other records of the Commonwealth, in
all cases where, from any cause, such records shall have become
worn, mutilated or illegible. Such legislation exists with reference
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to records of counties, cities and towns, and there is immediate need
of it for the proper preservation of some important parts of the
records of the Commonwealth.
Document Division.
There were printed under the direction of this office during
the year 1900, in the Public Document series (numbering 64
different reports), 202,150 volumes,— an increase of 2,250
over 1899. Of this number, 126,400 were handled and dis-
tributed in the document division, being supplied to members
of the General Court, to cities and towns, public officers,
libraries and to the public generally.
In addition to the Public Document series, there were
printed and distributed 25,000 copies of the pamphlet edition
of the laws, 12,000 copies of the Blue Book, 10,000 copies of
the Manual for the General Court, 1,359 copies of the term
reports and 700 copies each of the Senate and House Journals ;
and there were also received and distributed 1,000 copies each
of volumes VI. and VUL., Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors
of the Revolutionary War, 500 copies History of the Ninth
Massachusetts Volunteers, 1861-64, 500 copies of the First
Massachusetts Volunteers, Heavy Artillery, 1898, 1,000 copies
of Bradford's History of Plimoth Plantation, 1,500 copies
Opinions of Attorneys-General of Massachusetts (volume 1,
1891-98), 5,000 copies of the Supplement to Laws relating to
Elections and 2,500 copies of Laws concerning Innholders and
Common Victuallers,— making a grand total of 189,159
volumes which passed through the document division during
the year.
State Petxtixg.
By virtue of an act of 1893, the Secretary of the Common-
wealth is Supervisor of State Printing, and as such is respon-
sible to a certain degree for the proper execution of the State
printing contract.
The cost of printing the Public Document series in 1900
was $64,244.80,— an increase of $3,G19.78 over last year.
The greatest cost for a single report in the series was for that
of the Board of Agriculture, $5,332.69,— a slight reduction
over the previous year. Xext in point of cost is the report of
the Board of Health, $4,291.66,— also a slight reduction.
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The Blue Book cost $6,374.79,— a decrease of about $300
over the previous year ; the Manual for the General Court,
$2,894.50. The Senate printing bill was $5,375.65, exclusive
of the Senate Journal, which cost $1,157.19. The House
printing cost S15,207.28, exclusive of the Journal, which cost
$1,703.04. The official ballots cost $9,544.86.
The demand for the Bradford History continues, 1,065
copies having been sold during the year.
Under the provisions of chapter 258 of the Acts of 1896, as
amended by chapter 243 of the Acts of 1897, the Secretary
and the Auditor have authorized illustrations amounting to
$2,623.87, or about $300 less than in 1899. The greatest
expense was for the report of the Metropolitan Water Board,
$475.
I respectfully recommend an increase in the edition of the
annual report of the Massachusetts Highway Commission from
4,000 to 4,500 copies, and of the report of the trustees of the
Massachusetts State Sanatorium from 1,500 to 2,500 copies.
I also recommend that authority be given for the printing of
1,000 extra copies of so much of the annual report of the State
Board of Charity as relates to returns of certain charitable
corporations, made to the Board under the provisions of chapter
259 of the Acts of 1899.
This office is in receipt of a communication from the Secre-
tary of Porto Rico, requesting that the Massachusetts term
reports may be sent to him, for the use of the government of
Porto Rico. I recommend the passage of an act enabling the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to comply with this request.
Complaint has been made again and again in the press and
elsewhere that a considerable quantity of matter appears in the
annual reports which might be omitted without detriment to
the public interest ; and the " blue-pencil " or " boiling-clown "
process has been urged as a much-needed remedy. This sug-
gestion is directly in line with a provision of the public docu-
ment act that the reports " shall be made as brief as may be
without omitting any facts or information which the officers or
departments making them are required by law to furnish
therein ;" and also with the act creating the dormant board of
supervisors of statistics, whose duty it is to "prevent un-
necessary work" in investigations, 44 simplify and abridge"
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statistical matter and prevent its duplication. It is clear that
the volume and cost of these reports should bear some just and
uniform relation to their practical utility and importance. A
critical examination will show that such relation is not ob-
served, nor is it likely to obtain except in the highly improba-
ble event of a consensus of opinion among the numerous
interested officials, who are now necessarily the judges of the
value of their own reports. To bring about a more business-
like condition is a task of peculiar difficulty and delicacy, re-
quiring not only a comprehensive knowledge of the matter in
hand, but sound judgment, careful discrimination and unfailing
tact. The subject is commended to the careful consideration
of the Legislature.
Engrossment of Bills and Resolves.
I beg leave to refer to that portion of my last annual report
which relates to the engrossment of bills and resolves, and
renew my recommendation that this work be transferred from
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to that of a
clerk, or clerks, under the immediate direction of the Legis-
lature.
Changes of Names.
The returns of 389 names changed, as decreed by the several
probate courts, were received and filed, in compliance with the
requirements of section 14, chapter 148 of the Public Statutes,
as amended by chapter 89, Acts of 1897, and published in the
Blue Book.
Pedlers' Licenses.
There were issued to hawkers and pedlers, under the pro-
visions of chapter 68 of the Public Statutes, 1,891 licenses.
Of this number, 345 were for the State, 584 for counties, 663
for cities and towns and 299 for cities and towns in which the
applicant resided and paid taxes on a stock in trade. There
were also issued 684 free licenses to soldiers and sailors,—
a
decrease of 80, as compared with the previous year; and 57
free licenses to persons seventy years of age or upwards, —
decrease of 3.
One itinerant vendor's State license was issued under the
act of 1890.
The number of transfers of licenses was 133.
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I renew my recommendation of last year, that an act be
passed authorizing the issue of special licenses, without fee, to
honorably discharged Massachusetts soldiers, sailors or marines
who served in the war against Spain.
Returns under the 4
4
Lobby Act."
Under what is known as the * 4 lobby act" (chapter 456 of
1890, as amended by chapter 223 of 1891 and chapter 298 of
1894), 335 entries were made upon the docket of legislative
counsel and agents, — an increase of 56, as compared with
1899. Returns were received at this office covering 295 of
these entries. Of those received, it became the duty of the
Secretary to transmit 24 to the Attorney-General for his
information, 20 of them appearing to be irregular or defective,
and the other 4 being received after the expiration of the time
limit. The 40 cases of delinquency were reported to the
Attorney-General, as required by law.
Elections.
All statements and statistics referring to elections appear,
as required by law, in Public Document, No. 43 (Assessed
Polls, Registered Voters, etc.), together with recommendations
in relation thereto.
Under the provisions of chapter 548, Acts of 1898, relative
to statements of election expenses, 467 duplicate returns were
received from city and town clerks, examined and placed on
file. This is an increase of 369 in the number of returns
received in 1899.
Proclamations.
The usual Thanksgiving and Arbor Day proclamations were
printed and distributed under the direction of this office. Of
the Thanksgiving proclamation, about 2,400 were sent by
mail to churches and about 100 to institutions ; and of the
Arbor Day proclamation, 1,050 were distributed by mail.
Pardons, Requisitions, etc.
The number of pardons made out and issued in 1900 was
16; requisitions upon other States, 30; warrants issued upon
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requisitions from other States, 15 ; transfers from prisons,
etc.. to hospitals, 30; permit for release from State Prison
on parole, 1 ; commutation of death sentence, 1.
Naturalization Returns.
Under the provisions of section 5, chapter 345 of the Acts
of 1885, as amended by chapter 36 of the Acts of 1887, returns
were received of the naturalization of 2,164 persons before the
various courts of the Commonwealth during the year 1899,
—
a decrease of 166, as compared with the returns for 1898.
These returns were indexed and bound in convenient form for
reference, as required by law.
MlSCELLANEOUS
.
As required by law, the return of the Surveyor-General of
Lumber of the various kinds and quantities of lumber surveyed
and the amount of fees received by him and his deputies in the
year 1900 was received and filed Jan. 16, 1901.
The return of the Inspector-General of Fish for the year
1899 was received and published in the Boston " Daily Adver-
tiser" of Feb. 20, 1900.
The four special reports from this office which form a part
of the Public Document series, namely, Returns of Births,
Marriages and Deaths (Public Document, Xo. 1), Abstract
of Certificates of Corporations (Public Document, Xo. 10),
Aggregates of Polls, Property, Taxes, etc. (Public Docu-
ment, Xo. 19), and Returns of Assessed Polls, Registered
Voters and Persons who voted, etc; (Public Document, Xo.
43), have been made, as required by law.
Respectfully,
WM. M. OLIX.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
LIQUOR LICENSES,
1900.
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.
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.
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.
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.
t
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.
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.
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Newbury,
.
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.
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.
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.
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Liquor Licenses, 1900— Concluded.
RECAPITULATION.
Vote at Last An- Number Issued. h3
nual Meeting. —
X
> Amounts
COUNTIES.
Shall Licenses
be granted ?
00
m
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i
X
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5
SC
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O
ClflBH i \3
J
2 Received
j lor
Yes. No.
©
a9
hixl
out
1
Ifth ixth
peol ? Licenses.
B — 02 5
BARNSTABLE, . 758 1,833 - - 1 — $1 (K>
7,348 6,451 J57 5 "" 159 6 45 1 108,695 00
Bristol 14,621 13,444 2146 =134 76 7 246,376 0O
Dukes ... 91 311 3 3 00
Essex 26,619 24,257 s,*236 s,*219 *,*7 145 7 6452,037 46-
Franklin, . 2,313 2,603 13 3 16 17 19,717 00
Hampden, 14,108 8,809
;
",8133 3 1 <,8138 86 11 220,586 0O
Hampshire, . 3,651 3,520 30 1 30 23 2 47,873 00
Middlesex, . 29,124 38,940 9164 9165 1 246 2 411 297,796 00
Nantucket,
. 294 160 2 1 2 802 00
Norfolk, 7,001 11,432 3 3 41 5,941 00
Plymouth, . 6,359 8,896 5 5 2 1 9 4 9,709 0O
Suffolk, 39,549 28,575 805 13 918 130 249 48 ]LI 101,488,468 00
Worcester, . 2-2,668 22,710 161 5 95 2 118 14 1 313,718 OO
Totals, . 174,504 171,941 1,753 38 1 1,780 150 1,061 96 \)3 $3,211,722 40
1 Three first and fourth classes taken together.
! Forty-four first and fourth classes taken together.
8 One hundred seventeen first and fourth classes taken together.
4 Five first, fourth and fifth classes taken together.
5 One second and fifth classes taken together.
c Including $1 for one special license issued to sell alcohol under chapter 398, Acts of 1897.
" Twenty-two first and fourth classes taken together.
8 ODe first, fourth and fifth classes taken together.
9 Two first and fourth classes taken together.
10 Including $19 for nineteen special licenses issued to sell alcohol under chapter 398, Acts of
1897.
SHERIFFS' RETURNS,
1900.
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